CHS boys' soccer team looks strong in preseason tourney
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MAPLEWOOD, NJ - The Columbia High School boys’ varsity soccer team went undefeated this past weekend in a preseason tournament against some of the top programs in Bergen County.

Led by senior captains Kevin O’Connor and Cam Kramer, the squad defeated top-ranked Don Bosco, the 2007 Bergen County champion, 2-0, and Bergen Catholic, 3-0, on Friday.

The Cougars had two exciting come-from-behind wins on Saturday. They overcame a 1-0 deficit to beat Paramus Catholic, 2-1, and rallied from a 2-0 deficit to down Ramapo, 4-2. Ramapo was last year’s NJSIAA Group 3 champion.

CHS head coach Gene Chyzowych said he was very pleased with the team’s preseason form.

Excellent goaltending by Matt Gruber was supported by solid defense from Kramer, Chris Marino, Greg Hyman, Warren Moore and Stefan Chacana-Fong.

Leading the midfield with seven assists was O’Connor. He was joined by Dragos Ries, Liman Oseni, Andrew Yearick and Charlie Nolet.

Jonny Exantus, last year’s Essex County Player of the Year by the Star-Ledger, scored three goals.  Also scoring goals were Abiola Anderson, Billy Smith and Jeremy Witherspoon.

The team was missing a number of its top players. Chyzowych said this gave some younger players, who are hoping to make the varsity team this fall, a chance to show what they could do.

Also on the team and playing great supporting roles were Tim Barrett, Luke Ryan, Luca Heineman and Alex Ledesma, said Chyzowych.

This past fall, the Cougars were Essex County Tournament runner-ups and won the NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 championship, finishing with an 18-5-1 record. They handed Seton Hall Prep its lone loss of the season in the county semifinals. SHP won the NJSIAA Non-Public A title and went 22-1.


