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CHS athletic Hall of Fame formed

By Joe Ragozzino, Sports Editor

MAPLEWOOD, NJ - Throughout its rich history, Columbia High School has achieved athletic excellence, thanks to special teams, athletes and coaches.

Yet a Hall of Fame to honor some of those great figures has never been established.

Until now.

With the help of alumni, coaches and athletic officials, the CHS athletic Hall of Fame has been created.

Five athletes, one coach and a football team will be the first inductees during a dinner to be held at the Maplewood Country Club on May 11 at 6:30 p.m.

The athletes are Joetta Clark, class of 1980, for track and field; Kristen Bowsher, class of 1984, soccer; Mark Bryant, class of 1984, basketball; Robert Bianchi (deceased), class of 1979, lacrosse and David Masur, class of 1980, soccer.

Joining those athletes in the induction class are current CHS boys’ soccer head coach Eugene Chyzowych and the 1951 undefeated and state championship football team.

A group of CHS athletic enthusiasts got together to discuss the idea of  forming a CHS athletic Hall of Fame. A committee was assembled to select the inductees. The committee members include Roy Greenman, a South Orange native and CHS graduate of 1966; Harvey Weissbard, a 1955 CHS graduate and Superior Court appellate judge; CHS girls’ basketball head coach Johanna Wright; CHS girls’ lacrosse head coach Marguerite Dempsey; Maplewood Recreation Director Roger Brauchli; Hal Garwin, who is involved with the CHS Wrestling Hall of Fame and Dave Knecht, a former CHS baseball and basketball coach. 

“Columbia High School has an incredibly rich history in sports,” said Greenman, who has been named the president of the CHS athletic Hall of Fame. “A lot of great athletes and teams have come out of Columbia. All of us on the committee felt that this was something that should’ve been done a long time ago.

“We want to honor all those athletes that we’ve enjoyed watching and reading about through the years. It’s exciting.”

Selecting the first induction class was a no-brainer, in which each of the inductees are truly considered legendary.

In fact, Bowsher, Clark and Bianchi each were named as the Athletes of the 20th Century in their respective sports by The Star-Ledger. Moreover, Chyzowych ranks among the all-time winningest soccer coaches in the nation.

“Each one of these athletes in their own right is considered one of the best athletes in their sport in New Jersey, not just Columbia,” said Greenman, a lawyer whose three children - Mike, class of 1995; Claudia, class of 1998 and Nomi, current CHS senior - have all participated in sports at Columbia. “The 1951 is the first and only state champ we’ve had in football and Mr. C. is a legend in the coaching community.

“For the first-year inductees, you want the cream of the crop and we think we got them. We are proud of the choices.”

Interestingly, several members of the 1951 team who reside from throughout the country have expressed interest in attending the induction dinner.

“They are overjoyed at this,” said Greenman of the players on that team. “We’ve got a huge response from them. They are coming out in force.”

Clark is considered one of the best female track runners ever. At CHS, she won four NJSIAA Meet of Champions in the 800-meter run. She continues to hold the state record (2:06.7) and the Meet of Champions record (2:04.5) in the 800, both set in her senior year in 1980.

Clark, whose father Joe was a former principal at Eastside High School in Paterson in which his tenure was depicted in the 1989 movie “Lean on Me,” continued her career at the University of Tennessee where she won 12 NCAA titles.



Clark also captured seven U.S. 800 indoor championships and five national outdoor 800 titles, and was a member of four Summer Olympic teams. In her final Olympics in 2000 in Sydney, Australia, Clark, at the age of 37, joined her sister Hazel, a CHS 1995 graduate and sister-in-law Jearl Miles-Clark, in making the squad.

Bowsher finished her career with 165 goals on the soccer field for Columbia. She also became an All-American at the University of Massachusetts.

In lacrosse, Bianchi showed his knack for the dramatic early in his career. In his sophomore year in 1977, Bianchi scored the tying and winning goals to lead the Cougars to a 9-8 win over Clifton in the state championship.

As a senior, Bianchi had 104 points to set a state record that stood for 19 years. He finished with 116 goals and 112 assists in his career.

While serving as a Navy lieutenant, Bianchi was killed when his helicopter crashed on a mission to the Philippines in 1987.

At 6-foot-9, Bryant was an force for the Cougars on the basketball court, finishing his career with 1,254 points, 966 rebounds and 139 blocks.

Bryant then went on to help put Seton Hall University on the national map. From 1984-88, Bryant scored 1,906 points, which ranks sixth on the SHU all-time scoring list, and pulled down 912 rebounds, No. 5 on the school’s all-time list. The year after Bryant left, the Pirates reached the national championship game where they lost to Michigan in overtime.

Bryant became a first-round draft pick by the Portland Trail Blazers in 1988, 21st player selected overall, and spent 15 seasons in the NBA.

Masur led the CHS boys’ soccer team to the Essex County, state sectional and state championships as a senior in 1979.

Masur has had more success as a head coach for the St. John’s University men’s soccer team, leading the Red Storm to the national championship in 1996 and the national final in 2003 where they lost to Indiana.

Masur played for Chyzowych, who has amassed a career record of 667-168-63 mark since 1964. Under Chyzowych, the Cougars have won 23 conference championships, 13 ECT titles, 15 sectional crowns and four state championships. This past season, the CHS boys’ soccer team reached the ECT final, losing to national powerhouse St. Benedict’s Prep.

Tickets for the Hall of Fame dinner are $75. For more information on the dinner, contact Greenman at 908-688-6444 or write to him at 1379 Morris Ave., Union, N.J. 07083.
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