Maplewood High School

Cougars in sectional final!
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MAPLEWOOD, NJ - Juniors Johnny Exantus and Thomas Quirk scored and assisted on each other’s tallies to lead the top-seeded Columbia High School boys’ soccer team to a 2-0 win over No. 4 seed North Hunterdon in the semifinals of the NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tournament on Tuesday at Cameron Field in South Orange, giving CHS head coach Gene Chyzowych his 700th career victory.

The Cougars, who improved to 17-4-1, will host second-seeded Westfield in the final tomorrow at 2 p.m.

With five minutes left in the second half, Exantus passed to Clark, who scored inside the box. Exantus then took a feed from Clark and dribbled upfield before drilling a shot into the net with 30 seconds left to seal it.



“Our kids were outstanding,” said Chyzowych. “That team (North Hunterdon) is very strong, if not the strongest team we’ve played all year.”

Chyzowych gave credit to his team for reaching the milestone. 

“The most important thing for us is to win as a team,” said Chyzowych, whose team fell to Millburn in the Essex County Tournament final last month. “But I enjoyed celebrating with the team the 700th win. It was an exceptionally great game to win the 700th game. It was a classical game.” 

