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Under head coach Gene Chyzowych the Columbia High School boys' soccer team has enjoyed tremendous success and one could expect this year to be no different.

 

Overall, Chyzowych is hopeful that this year's squad will continue their winning ways and undoubtedly, the legendary coach feels that CHS could even match the same type of success as last year where the team claimed a conference title while also advancing all the way to the Essex county final before losing to perennial power St. Benedict's.

 

Indeed, Chyzowych, who talked about his goals and expectations, said he knows this year's team could be just as successful but in order to do that, the Cougars will have to take things on a daily basis.

 

"We need to take it one game at a time if we want to try to defend the conference title," he added. "Also, we'd like to do well in the county tournament like last year where we advanced to the final but again, if we are going to do that, then we will have to take things day-to-day and game-by-game."

 

Most of all, Chyzowych said more focus would be put into the post-season as last year's squad was upset in an early first round home loss.

 

"We'd definitely like to redeem ourselves in the state playoffs," he explained. "Last year we were upset on our own field and we're all ware of that fact and it's definitely something we'd like to improve on this year."

 

Without a doubt, Chyzowych said he feels this year's squad would have a good chance of achieving its goals just based on the players' positive attitudes.

 

"I'm extremely impressed with the work effort the players have given so far," he said. "They are committed and have been working very hard. They are enthusiastic and they have a deep passion for the sport."

 

Individually, Chyzowych said this year's team will be led by senior captains Evan Kleinberg, Stephen O'Connor, Lazbart Oseni, Akeem Grant and Max Kramer.

 

"All five of our captains have been doing a tremendous job in leading the way for our team so far," added Chyzowych who said his team would possess much depth this season. "This year I've been blessed with so many outstanding athletes, who will all see plenty of playing time."

 

Offensively, Chyzowych said his squad's biggest strength was on it’s attack as two of the squad's five captains in that of Grant and Oseni will be expected to play a major role along ith sophomore Johnny Exantus.

 

"We are extremely talented up front and our forwards are deep in both quality and quantity," added the coach who said senior Esequiel Chiozza could also play forward along with sophomores Adrian Alexis, Ramsay Hartley and Jervis Witherspoon.

 

In net, the CHS coach said there were three goal keepers, who were are capable of earning a spot as the starter with seniors Robert Goldsmith and Frank Gilcrest as the front runners ahead of junior Tim Jonathan.

"Each one of them have been outstanding so far added Chyzowych who said whichever goalie is in net would have the benefit from being surrounded by a strong defense led by two more of the five captains: O'Connor, a full back; and Kramer, a sweeper.

 

Another player, who would play a vital role on defense, will be sophomore stopper Thomas Quirk.

 

In the midfield, Chyzowych said Kleinberg would lead the way for a group that will feature seniors Austin Woolridge and Djerry Caprice and sophomore Dragos Ries.

 

In addition, Chyzowych said his bench would also be deep in talent and just some of those bench players, who would also see playing time would be: seniors Zach Fenster, James Adams, Danny Walker and sophomores Josh Delva, Ken Kramer, Chris Marino, Kevin O'Connor, Chris Pappalardo, Andrew Yearck and Nazar Zhdan.

	


