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Under head coach Gene Chyzowych, the Columbia High School boys' soccer team has established quite a tradition and without a doubt, that rich tradition just gets better with every season and with every game.

 

Undoubtedly, this year's squad is already a special one and overall, the CHS coach is hopeful that his Cougars could create their own history with a success season.

 

And for Chyzowych, a successful season means championships.

 

"I have high hopes for this year's team and I think we are definitely capable of great things," added Chyzowych who said a conference, county and a state championship were all within reach. "We're definitely talented enough. We are a great team and we have a great opportunity."

 

To begin their quest for the three titles, Chyzowych's group first needed take care of business and indeed the team has in winning eight straight games to start the year.

 

Following the huge start, CHS has since been hit with a bit of a dry spell for the coach's standard as the Cougars suffered its first defeat coming in a disappointing loss against Livingston and followed that with a tie against Seton Hall Prep to move their record to 8-1-1.

 

After leading throughout the entire affair versus Livingston, Chyzowych said his team relinquished a goal with just 15 seconds to go before then losing on an own goal in overtime.

 

“That was definitely a surprising loss," whose team then had to play a second straight overtime game on Thursday in a 1-1 tie at home against state ranked and undefeated Seton Hall Prep, who now has a record of 7-0-1.

 

In the 1-1, SHP scored an early goal and this time, Columbia was the team that needed to play catch-up.

 

Trailing by a goal, in 64th minute the second half, CHS tied the score on a goal by junior Thomas Quirk.

 

"The ball was misplayed by several players from both teams before Quirk came up with possession and kicked it into the lower right side of the net from six yards out," described Chyzowych.

 

Pertaining to the game itself, Chyzowych said the contest was one that pitted to local powers against each other.

 

"I thought the crowd was amazing as close to 500 people were there and this was definitely a great exciting match between two local schools who are on top of the state rankings," he added. 

"This was a beautiful day to watch a beautiful game and both teams definitely lived up to the hype as the action was very fast paced and it was just a great display of outstanding soccer."

 

Chyzowych, who said his team controlled much of the second half and overtime, said several players made key contributions.

 

"Max Kramer was sensational and he could have been the best player on the field. Johnny Exantus had a big game replacing an injured Djerry Caprice and I also thought that Frank Gilcrest played great for us in goal," added Chyzowych who said the entire midfield unit as a whole played solid as well.

 

In addition, Chyzowych, said his team had a chance to take an early lead but couldn't.

 

"In the first ten seconds of the game we had a breakaway but the ball took a bad bounce," added Chyzowych.

 

Currently, the CHS coach said his team needed some time off as his Cougars were battling through some injuries.

 

“Djerry has been out with an ankle injury; goalkeeper Robert Goldsmith, who was splitting time in net with Frank, is also hurt and Akeem Grant was also hurt and out for two games before playing against Seton Hall," he added. "Right now, we're tired, we're hurt and we need to rest up a little bit but our kids are playing with a lot of heart and once we get healthy we'll be ready to make a nice run."

 

 

Essex County Tournament Update:

 

11th seeded West Essex pulled off the upset win by defeating 3rd seeded Columbia 1-0 on Sunday 10/9/06. 

 


