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Columbia High boys soccer team to face Millburn in ECT final
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	Columbia High senior forward Adrian Alexis controls the ball during the Cougars' 1-0 double-shootout win over Nutley in the Essex County Tournament semifnals on Oct. 12 in Millburn.


By Joe Ragozzino
Monday, October 13, 2008 1:43 PM CDT

MILLBURN - After watching Millburn beat Montclair, 1-0, in the first game of the Essex County Tournament semifinals doubleheader at Neigel Field on the campus of Millburn High on Oct. 12, the Columbia High School boys’ soccer team got its opportunity for a rematch in the championship.

All the top-seeded Cougars needed to do was to beat fifth-seeded Nutley in the other semifinal.

It was harder than expected.

After the teams played through a scoreless regulation and two overtimes, Columbia needed two shootout rounds to win.

The first round of the shootout was tied at 3 before Columbia won the second round, 2-1.

For the second consecutive season, CHS (11-1) will meet Millburn in the final. Millburn won last year’s final, 3-1, in Millburn, which was designated as the neutral site at the start of the tournament.

This year’s final will be held at West Essex High in North Caldwell on Oct. 19.

CHS head coach Gene Chyzowych  knew his team dodged a major bullet, but was happy it got the job done.

“I just finished talking to my sweeper, (senior) Cam Kramer, and he told me, ‘Coach, we can’t do this again.’ And I agree with him, 100 percent,” said Chyzowych with a smile. “We were extremely lucky to get away with this one, even though in the second half and in the extra periods we were superior to them. However, their defense and goalkeeper (Kyle Greulich) played  magnificent games. We had a number of opportunities and they stopped them. They were at the right place at the right time. I am delighted by our defense. They played beautifully. I am delighted with our midfielders. But we need to work with the forwards.”

Chyzowych particularly was ecstatic for his goalies. Senior Matt Gruber made five saves in regulation and one save apiece in the first and second overtimes, before giving way to junior Jackson Klein in the shootout.

“Our goalkeepers played sensational,” said Chyzowych.

With the score tied at 1 in the second round of the shootout, Klein stopped senior Will Ball’s attempt. CHS senior forward Adrian Alexis scored on the next shot. NHS junior midfielder Mark Borino followed with a shot that was wide right of the net to end the game.

Alexis and senior midfielder Kevin O’Connor each scored twice in the shootout periods.

O’Connor was determined to succeed in the shootout, but admitted that he got a bit lucky in the second round.

“I was pretty confident when I was taking it, but I was lucky on the second one,” he said. “The first one I got it away pretty easily.”

O’Connor gave credit to a good Nutley team that posed a serious challenge. Nutley fell to 10-2.

“It was 100 minutes and we finally beat them,” said O’Connor. “It was a close game, though. It was tough, but Columbia played really well and we ended up winning it in the end.”

The Cougars are thrilled with reaching the final again, hoping to exact revenge on Millburn.

“It feels pretty good,” said O’Connor about reaching the final. “Last year we lost to them. Hopefully, we can beat them this year.”

Chyzowych expects a strong effort from Millburn, but is comforted by the fact that the final will be played at West Essex.

“They are a great team,” said Chyzowych. “We need to be prepared. The good thing is that we don’t have to play them on the Millburn field. We will play them at West Essex, which will be a great help to play them on a neutral field of that quality.”

Shootout

First round

Columbia: senior midfielder Thomas Quirk scored (Columbia 1-0)

Nutley: senior midfielder Tudor Stefan scored (1-1)

Columbia: senior midfielder Ramsey Hartley shoots wide of net (1-1)

Nutley: Ball scored (Nutley 2-1)

Columbia: Alexis scored (2-2)

Nutley: junior midfielder Mark Borino shoots high over net (2-2)

Columbia: senior forward Dragos Reis missed high and wide right (2-2)

Nutley: sophomore defender Louis Mengen scored (Nutley 3-2)

Columbia: O’Connor scored (3-3)

Nutley: junior midfielder Matt Nicastro’s shot hits the crossbar (ends 3-3 tie)

Second round

Columbia: O’Connor scored (Columbia 1-0)

Nutley: Stefan scored (1-1)

Columbia: Quirk’s shot saved by Greulich (1-1)

Nutley: Ball’s shot saved by Klein (1-1)

Columbia: Alexis scored (Columbia 2-1)

Nutley: Borino shoots wide right of net (Columbia wins, 2-1)

Exantus signs    agreement with Belgium academy

CHS senior forward Jonny Exantus has signed an agreement with a soccer academy in Belgium.

Exantus, who had 16 goals and 11 assists last season to earn Essex County Player of the Year honors by the Star-Ledger, played in the Cougars’ first four games this season before leaving the team to be with his single mother in Haiti after hurricanes destroyed her home. He then reportedly went to Belgium to play for Royal Racing Football Club Montegnee, which helps players in their pursuit of professional careers. Extanus last week signed an agreement with the club.

Chyzowych said that Exantus may return to CHS if he does not sign a professional contract.

In the games Exantus played this season for CHS, he scored one goal in each of those victories.

Ries had three goals and Alexis had one goal in the 4-1 win at Morristown on Oct. 7.  Klein made nine saves.
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