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Columbia High School boys soccer team earns top seed in ECT

	[image: image1.jpg]




	Columbia High’s Kevin O’Connor, right, tries to beat a West Morris player to the ball in the 3-0 road win on Sept. 17. 
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MAPLEWOOD - The Columbia High School boys’ soccer team is off to an outstanding start to the season.

As a reward, the Cougars received the No. 1 seed in the Essex County Tournament.

CHS will host the preliminary-round winner between No. 17 seed Orange and No. 16 seed Bloomfield in the first round Sept. 28 at Cameron Field in South Orange.

The Cougars will receive a big test Sept. 25 when they travel to West Orange to face Seton Hall Prep at the Kelly Complex for an Iron Hills Conference-Iron Division showdown.

Last season, the Cougars handed SHP its only loss of the year, a 3-0 decision in the ECT semifinals, avenging a 1-0 divisional loss to the Pirates in both teams’ second game of the season, which was the only other meeting. SHP went on to win the NJSIAA Non-Public A championship and finished No. 1 in the state by the Star-Ledger with a 22-1 record.

Columbia meanwhile lost to Millburn in the ECT final before beating Westfield, 1-0, for the NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 title and losing to Clifton, 1-0, to end with an 18-5-1 mark and a No. 10 state ranking.

CHS head coach Gene Chyzowych expects a great game against SHP.

“We have a very good chance against Seton Hall,” said Chyzowych. “They are a very, very good team. We are going to be well-prepared for that game. We are looking forward to playing them. I am anticipating a classical game.”

The Cougars have won their first four games this season, much to Chyzowych’s delight.

“The team is playing beautiful soccer,” he said. “The teamwork is beginning to improve, game after game. We are learning to play at a high level.”

Junior goalie Jackson Klein has been exceptional in place of starter Matt Gruber, who has been sidelined with a sickness, said Chyzowych.

Senior left fullback Chris Marino, senior sweeper Cam Kramer and senior stopper Thomas Quirk have anchored the defensive unit, which has also been getting strong play from seniors Jonny Rio and Greg Hyman rotating on the right side.

Senior forward Jonny Exantus, the Cougars’ best playmaker, has recorded four goals in the four games. Senior forward Adrian Alexis, senior midfielder Dragos Ries and junior reserve forward Dylan French also have sparked the offensive attack. Senior midfielders Andrew Yearick and Liman Oseni, and sophomore reserve midfielder  Jeremy Witherspoon have been playing nicely as well, said Chyzowych.

Columbia results

W, Morristown, 3-1, Sept. 13

W, Roxbury, 3-1, Sept. 15

W, at West Morris, 3-0, Sept. 17:  Alexis, Exantus and Ries each scored and Klein made six saves. Senior midfielder Kevin O’Connor and Greg Hyman each had one assist.

W, East Orange Campus, 7-0, Sept. 19 (H): Alexis had two goals and Exantus had one goal and two assists. Ries, Smith, Lowell Bone and Abiola Anderson also scored.

SHP results

Sept. 13, W, at East Orange Campus, 9-0

Sept. 15, W, Morristown, 2-0

Sept. 17, T, at Roxbury, 1-1

Sept. 19, W, West Morris, 3-0
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