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Chyzowych earns 700th career win 

Wednesday, November 07, 2007 

BY MIKE KINNEY

For the Star-Ledger 

His zeal for the game is every bit as vibrant now as it was for his first victory 44 seasons ago. His passion remains intense. His devotion to the young men whom he teaches goes unchanged through countless shifts in style and public sentiment. 

Gene Chyzowych may have the victory total of an old sage, but Columbia's longtime coach still holds the enthusiasm of a wide-eyed rookie. 

"I feel rejuvenated all the time by coaching this level of athlete," he said. "I'm part of them. They keep me young." 

Chyzowych certainly had an extra bounce in his step yesterday when he became the first boys' soccer coach in New Jersey, second nationally, to reach 700 career victories. His squad, No. 7 in The Star-Ledger Top 20, scored twice in the final six minutes to defeat North Hunterdon, 2-0, in the semifinals of the NJSIAA/MAC Testing North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tournament at Cameron Field in South Orange. 

Junior stopper Thomas Quirk gave Columbia (17-4-1) the lead when he one-timed a gorgeous feed by junior forward Johnny Exantus off a direct kick in the 75th minute. Exantus capped the scoring on a breakway with 36 seconds left after a North Hunterdon corner kick was knocked to midfield as the Annandale school made a desperate attempt to tie the game. 

North Hunterdon (16-4) had created several opportunities to grab an earlier lead -- usually by the spirited play of Casey McNamara or Tyler Tompkins -- but was foiled time and again by a variety of obtacles. 

Sometimes it was a tough save from Columbia goalie Tim Jonathan, an alert defensive play by teammates Cam Kramer or Quirk. Sometimes it was just plain, old bad luck. Like when McNamara sent an unsavable volley to the far right post in the 64th minute. It skimmed the cross bar and spun out to the box, where Columbia was able to clear it away and keep Chyzowych's milestone chase intact. 

"I'm still trying to figure out how that didn't make it. I thought for sure it was going in," North Hunterdon coach John Simpson said. "But there's no shame in losing to a coach like that and a team as strong as that." 

Chyzowych extended similar compliments to North Hunterdon, saying his young team -- mostly composed of juniors -- passed an important threshold by defeating such a sound unit. Top-seeded Columbia faces second-seeded Westfield Friday in South Orange in the sectional final. 

Columbia has won four Group 4 state titles under Chyzowych, the last in 1998, and was the runnerup two other times. 

"It was a hard game. They're very good," Chyzowych said. "We had a hard time trying to get a shot off for awhile. But in the last 10 minutes, we put some more pressure on them and took advantage of some good passing." 

Exantus' feed to Quirk off his set piece was undoubtedly the finest pass. He hooked it beyond the wall and essentially right onto Quirk's foot as he raced toward the left post. 

"He basically made the goal. I just stuck my leg out and it went in," Quirk said. 

Obviously, it was an extra-special goal, propelling Columbia into the sectional final and putting his coach in the rarest of company. Terry Michler of Christian Brothers of Kansas City, Mo., is the only coach in America with more victories, 743, than Chyzowych, who stands 700-175-67, all at Columbia High. 

"The greatest meaning here was winning the game. Seven hundred is secondary," Chyzowych said. "The players always come first before the coach." 
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