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Columbia (4-0) earns top seed for Essex tourney

Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

BY MIKE KINNEY

For the Star-Ledger
Gene Chyzowych realizes the Essex County Tournament seeding committee could have taken the more conservative path and seeded his Columbia team behind Millburn. 

Millburn, after all, defeated his squad, 3-1, in the championship game last year and returns almost as many starters as does Columbia. But Columbia may have a bit more speed and an ever-so-slight edge in experience, factors the committee took into account. 

Columbia (4-0) did earn the top seed, ahead of Millburn (4-1) and third-seeded Seton Hall Prep (3-1) last night in North Caldwell. 

"We take nothing for granted. It's an honor to be selected No. 1 by the other coaches," Chyzowych said. "Millburn is an excellent team, and so are teams like Seton Hall, Montclair, Nutley and West Orange. When you get selected as the No. 1 seed in this county, you have to be delighted." 

Columbia, led by senior forwards Johnny Exantus and Adrian Alexis and senior sweeper Cam Kramer, will seek its 14th ECT crown and first since sharing the title with Montclair in 1998. Chyzowych's club has reached the final twice in the last three years. 

Three preliminary-round games must be played by Saturday before the tournament commences in earnest with 16 first-round games Sunday. Those games and the Oct. 5 quarterfinals will be played at the home field of the higher seed. The semifinals are set for Oct. 12 at Millburn and the championship 2:30 p.m. Oct. 19 at West Essex in North Caldwell. 

Columbia plays Sunday against the winner of the game between 17th-seeded Orange and 16th-seeded Bloomfield. Millburn, led by Josh Plump and Hennie Bosman, faces the winner of the game between 18th-seeded Newark Technology and 15th-seeded North 13th Street Tech. Seton Hall Prep, with Emerson Lawrence and Leo Rodio, plays the winner of the game between 19th-seeded Newark West Side and 14th-seeded Montclair Kimberley Academy. 

A possible ECT championship preview takes place on Thursday in West Orange when Columbia takes on Seton Hall in an Iron Hills Conference clash. Columbia lost to Seton Hall, 1-0, early last season, but avenged that with a 3-1 decision in the ECT semifinals. 

ESSEX COUNTY TOURNAMENT FIRST ROUND 17-Orange (1-3) at 16-Bloomfield (1-3), winner at 1-Columbia (4-0). 18-Technology (0-2) at 15-North 13th Street Tech (0-2), winner at 2-Millburn (4-1). 19-West Side (0-3) at 14-Montclair Kimberley (2-2), winner at 3-Seton Hall Prep (3-1). 13-Verona (1-2) at 4-East Side (3-0). 12-Newark Tech (4-0) at 5-Nutley (5-0). 11-Caldwell (2-2-1) at 6-Montclair (3-2). 10-West Essex (3-3) at 7-Livingston (2-2). 9-Belleville (4-1) at 8-West Orange (2-2). 
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