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CHS ready for challenges

By Steve Carfagna, Staff Writer
Wednesday, September 5, 2007 2:53 PM EDT
MAPLEWOOD, NJ - Head coach Gene Chyzowych knows his Columbia High School boys’ soccer team is close to accomplishing big things.

And with a junior-laden team, there’s no doubt that Chyzowych can rest easy in knowing that his Cougars will actually have a two-year window to achieve those lofty goals.

“We’re young in that we don’t have too many seniors and so far, I’d have to say that our team made up of mostly juniors, looks very good so far,” said the longtime coach, noting he had high hopes for this season. “We’d like to repeat as Iron Hills Conference champions and we’ll be reaching for a Group 4 state title. Our upperclassmen have had that dream since they were little kids and I feel that they are ready for the challenges that await.”

Specifically, Chyzowych said this year’s group has displayed the attitude and work ethic necessary to succeed.

“They are a hard-working bunch, they’re mature and disciplined. They have a tremendous desire for the game and right now, they are all eager to get out there and start playing,” he said.

Undoubtedly, the longtime coach said he thought his team’s offense was its biggest strength. 

“We’ve got a lot of speed on the forward line and our midfielders play aggressive, so we should be scoring a lot of goals and we should be real exciting to watch this season,” he said.

On the attack, Chyzowych said his squad would feature juniors Johnny Exantus, Ramsay Hartley,  Adrian Alexis and Abiola Anderson; and sophomores Dylan French and Billy Smith.

In the midfield, the CHS coach said a list of candidates included juniors Josh Delva, Daniel Green, Kevin O’Connor, Liman Oseni, Dragos Ries, Jervis Witherspoon, Johnny Rio and Greg Hyman.

Defensively, Chyzowych said his team would rely upon the play of junior sweeper Cam Kramer, junior stopper Thomas Quirk, junior fullbacks Chris Marino, Stefan Chacana-Fong, Ethan Zausner and Andrew Yearick; and seniors Marc Gaston and Michael Watkis. 

In net, the Columbia coach said this year’s group had three solid goalkeepers in senior Tim Jonathan, who will most likely start, while sophomore Jackson Klein and junior Matthew Gruber would serve as quality backups. In addition, Chyzowych said senior David Corsini, who was currently sidelined with an elbow injury, would  see much action for the team once healthy.

“Right now, we are extremely deep and we’ve got players who could actually see time on both our varsity and junior varsity teams,” he said.

 

Here are the CHS records for the past three seasons:

2006: 17-3-2, won share of Iron Hills Conference-Iron Division title along with Seton Hall Prep; reached sectional semifinals, losing to Elizabeth, 3-2.

2005: 19-3-1, won IHC-Iron Division title; reached county final, losing to St. Benedict’s Prep, 7-0; lost in sectional quarterfinals to North Hunterdon, 2-1, in shootout.

2004: 12-9-1, reached county semifinals, losing to Montclair, 1-0; lost in sectional quarterfinals to J.P. Stevens, 2-1.
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