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MAPLEWOOD, NJ -  Moments after his team’s 4-0 victory over Nutley in the Essex County Tournament quarterfinals, Columbia High School head boys’ soccer coach Gene Chyzowych was notified by one of the referees that the Cougars’ semifinal opponent would be Iron Hills Conference-Iron Division rival Seton Hall Prep. For the Cougars, that would mean they would get to face SHP twice in five days. After a regular-season conference game this past Tuesday in West Orange, the fourth-seeded Cougars and top-seeded Pirates will meet again this Sunday at West Essex High in North Caldwell for the right to advance to the championship. SHP defeated No. 9 seed West Orange, 3-0. The Cougars are seeking redemption. SHP gave Columbia its only loss of the season, 1-0, on Sept. 10 at Cameron Field.



“It’s going to be interesting,” said Chyzowych of the meetings with SHP, particularly in the ECT semifinals this Sunday at West Essex High in North Caldwell. “We’re going to be playing them in two games and we hope to do well in both games.”

SHP and Columbia are ranked No. 1 and No. 5 in the state, respectively, by the Star-Ledger.

Junior Dragos Ries scored twice, junior Ramsey Hartley had a goal and an assist and junior Johnny Exantus notched a goal to carry the Cougars past fifth-seeded Nutley on Sunday at Cameron Field. CHS senior goalie Tim Jonathan needed to make just three saves before being replaced by Matt Gruber late in the game.

Ries, normally a starter, came off the bench and opened the scoring. Junior Thomas Quirk delivered a long pass to a streaking Ries, who blasted a shot over the head of Nutley goalie Kyle Greulich in the 35th minute of the first half. The Cougars tallied again two minutes later. Greulich lost the handle of the ball, which was picked up by Hartley, who knocked in the ball over the sprawling Nutley goalie.   Extanus, the Cougars’ top scoring threat, took a pass from Hartley and slipped a shot from in close for a 3-0 lead midway through the second half. One minute later, Ries converted a crossing pass from junior Jervis Witherspoon. The Cougars improved to 11-1. Nutley fell to 9-4.

“We had a nice game against Nutley, who hasn’t given up two goals in one game in 13 games and we scored four,” Chyzowych said.

Two years ago, the Cougars stunned a strong West Orange team in the ECT semifinals before dropping a 7-0 outcome to powerhouse St. Benedict’s Prep in the final. The Cougars want to get back to the final, but will have to get past nemesis SHP.

Nevertheless, Chyzowych has been extremely delighted with the Cougars’ performances this season. “I am very happy,” he said. “I am very pleased with the way they’ve played. They play clean soccer and beautiful soccer. They are 95 percent juniors and they play together like they are seniors or freshmen in college.” 

